V a! No H 687 J5" 
Appeal Brief 



IN THE INI m> S r AH> PATENT AND I K YDFAI \Kk OFFICE 



Serial No.: 
Inventors: 
Fifed: 
Title: 



10/68735? 

SINGER, Mitch 

October 35,2003 

MEDIA NETWORK 
ENVIRONMENT 



Art Unit; 2454 
1-sataiaer: Joo, Joshua 
Confirmation No.; 9265 
Docket No.; 1 13748-4745US 



I ^ ■> % l v » l >" '> S ! 

: S I'ute Umu'l uiemark Office 

P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, \ A 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

This is an Appeal from the rejection of claims 1-21 in the final office action of June 4, 
u iT-iotK ilo - kuiute' application 



! 



s r \ i 

Appeal Bruo 

(0 Meal Parties la .interest 

rw > or snd t , ks " w i m v< i is * -u i k 
application, are the real parties in interest, 

(Ml Related Apj>ca|saBd Inte rferences 

Poere art no related uppenh and or interlcivris.es cmumtO p^i^lnu- 

ill status CI dm 

Clai ire pen a I i ems 1 s s >ct re t ed t 1 it 21 e 

appe.dcd herein. 

Ire present application was tiled on Oetober \ re 2003 v. is! 1 1 «m- 1-2!. In an 
amordnmrmhUed Januar> li ?008 {in response to ihc c n favd t\ ^ 10, 
?007) no i ven mendv In > a en< i n ! ed >8 (in response to the 

office action dated April 9, 2008}, claims 1 -1%. 15, 16, and 1 B were amended. In an 

aendi c I lard ><>0v (m respon i c1 iaicd October 3 2008) 

claims 1-17 and 2 1 were amended In an amendment dale.' Septan bet 29 2009 (in 
response to the office action dated May 29, 2009), claims 1,2,4,9-12, 1 5, 16, 1 8, and 21 
were amended. In an amendment, dated March 8, 20010 (in response to the office action 
dated December '. 2009). .Jams i, 10, 11, 13, 15-0 0, and 18 were amended. In an 
tit dniO datvd « >c?orvr4. < 0 ut rc-pensc f Ik lu n m dated June 4, 2000. 
cOmm 1 0 Ir> 1" md is v, ere an tended in an Ads mi> \ In ? 1 ivd t 'Uobd 15 20ffi, 
the Examiner stated that the proposed amendment to the claims will not be entered. No 
further claim amendments have been made. 

U v > Status ed VOPdOib 1 ' 

N hnl mi Imt cert bn stted { bmi ig a respond o the final < 
action dated June 4, 2010) dated Oetober 4. 2010. 
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(v) Sunup Claimed Subjec t M.u < 

A. Claim 1 - A network comprising: 

.0 < sb^a huh - ork including a boa server, a iirsi client. . a second client 
(Specification as filed. Page 16, lines 9-15} 

b) wherein s d first serve s connected t d f« ciiem nd fid second clien 
(Specification as filed. Page 16, lines 9-15) 

e) a second hub network including a second server and said first client, and said 
second server is connected to said first client, such thai said first hub network 
md nd second hub network ov« p Spec filed. Page 15 to i 

to Page 16, line 4) 

c) wherein two hub networks overlap when both of the hub nciw: aks include 
east v urn c ia (Spes. Uio & P 1 5 .line 1 5 to Page 1 6 , line 

4) 

e) wherein said first client stores first content bound to said first huh network 
and stores second content bound to said second huh network, and 
(Spedfication as filed, Page 5, fine 28 to Page 6, fine 14} 

0 wherein content bound to a hub nctworl s f epi semed i locked confci d na 
and con'v>?x>:!din g luvi^es stereo <n-. .i v.tvci o<oneea-d n> d ; lush neiwork. 
and the bound content can onb be pl.god or p^entcd dinned, -mpgi^k 
conn iani device \ s >oum hi a' e k, (Sp< cation is il d 
Page 18, lines 1-9) 

g) wherein said second client connected to said first server and bound to said 
♦u-c ha < reo 1 o ^ ^ j !<u o fues.e ^ _>>ct > m * hnb 

network, but cannot play or present the second content bound to said second 
hub network, and (Specification as filed, Page IS, lines 1-9) 
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\ht n oon pi , * o >» t\f n< id 'it. < v. ^ u„ m ! s 1 
device that is a member of a hub network and cannot make a usable copy of a 
discrete instance. (Specification as filed, Page 5, line 28 to Page 6, line 14) 

B. Claim. 1 2 - Hie network of claim % wherein a local environment for a hub 

! i kf nedbs n iik I h.v n a ! "» s ^ r u | 1 mo u 

speciil ion as file< ' k li.n< I 1" - e 8 

C. Clann 1 5 •••• A network comprising: 

a) a first hub setv . \ , < < ^ u m « „ iu 4 n! < «o t , sutt 
(Specification as filed, Page 16, lines 9-15} 

b) wherein said first server is connected to said first client and said second client; 
^ t ! i <. Page ,o lines <•>- 15} 

i < d 1 « :h trttrrk nu eOu k: » t c.id sa.k 

scon < N < sco meet at said fi alien such that ud firs > network 
and said second huh network overlap, (Specification as filed. Page 15, line 15 
to Page 16, line 4} 

y - ^|t! 0 W S*"K' 1m\v. 1 - U "> > ! i \'>!V v 5 it 1 

Vi. v-n,<. < us >i\" s. ' " v I 5 i MuP.hl f Iik 

4) 

<. v > ivf d i^t scivei simcs fns conunm ukc six" >c\e 

v i Spec i dj i I t 1 

f) said first server stores a first root license bound to said first hub network for 
said first source version, (Specificadoo as tiled. Page 14, lines 1.9-3 1 ) 

g) said second sen er stores second content in a se -one source version of locked 
content data, tSpecdkatum as died. Page 14, lines 19-31) 
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h) sa,d w\, ' ^cne 1 - aes ; strain ,o « I ■. a m ! V - .io -^<^o me 
netweck for sa\l second s,a:we wo-nai rp> < jLoj l- nied P.ige i-g hoe- 
19-31} 

i) said first client receives s i f i t content streamed on ( st sou - 

1 s t U { t s p { d K i! wit t v S v. <. I L 

j) N , 0 slJtO ' 1 U I ( 5 ( * ^ kv C 

t. 11" ,11 < < 1 ! v 'U K s , „ v N < h k "4 tO 

Pago i0, One 3 } 

k) wherein a source version of locked content data which is hound to a bub 
network by a root Ikenst can only he played or presented through a 
compatible compliant device that is a member of the hah network, 
{Vveffs-at. o fheh hapc M lines 10-31} 

1} 1 v i client connected lid first rum d ! 

irst hub net can pi presc * 5 d first hub 

te s x - cas tplaj 01 pr< ent iht n ei t ( ' d second 

h< > network d (Speeificafiori is I u ! f ge 18, lines 1-9) 

! t . v. t 5 t 1 ! Ho 

e\ <, i <( is ^ > l > nib ,v?v<ak t l isn in i 1 i 1 i! ^ in b s 
iserek mee. (Specifieath it u * 

Claim 16 - A network comprising: 

a) a first hub network including a first server; (Specification as filed, Page 16, 
lines 9- i 5) 



b) hu\! km _i ixi d sau 

c serves sv< neci di d sen s i that said s 3 ! ik 
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! tk U >K I V U I! Nf\s, U S < M * 1 v. x 

to Page 16, line 4) 

c) wherein two hub networks overlap when both of the hub networks include at 
torn le devi specification as filed > line 15 

4) 

(!) wherein -asd fu>t w \,. \!vrr» a Wo j>.u w and i bus; ww o; »f ioeked 
content data, and said first version stores drst content. (Specification as died. 
Page 1.4, lines 19-3.1) 

e) said drst server sionas , second license and a second version of locked content 

Page 14, lines .19-31) 

!) said srsllk - - 

Page 14, lines 19-31) 

g) d seeond license is hound to vnd see huh u„W \ and t- di itu 1 
filed. Page 14, lines 19-31) 

h) \\U< ii ! versmn of locked content data which is hound to a hub network by 
i iicensc van ora> b;. pic or pre- let ei ^mpahbk jphant 

. sd the i ub netv <»} < 

lines 3-9) 

i) H KW d s^v 0 ' o. OO i i s i t. t i ' i > ' ^iik "jr. \ O! 

present the second content whose second license is bound to said second bub 
network, but cannot play or present the drst content whose license is bound to 
» del i st hub network ana i ipe< ifk tti >n a hi ed P t - lines 1 -9) 

j) nherein a onipi u ] f vice « perates tea ii ' < proc* v 

device that is a member of a hub network and e mnoi make a usable eon; oi a 



, jscret i k % Spec stiot is filet Pag ! n les 1 1 
Claim 18 - A huh network, comprising: 

a) >i vr- e; -'(s^ v ^iviiij 'i c a xi a ourcc version of oekcd content data; 
(Specification as filed, Page 14, lines 1.9-3! ) 

b) a client a lecied to m servt nd storing a fim license irsi sub-copy versioi 
erf cu ko.l \ stent data a seeorx licena *nd a sect nd ub cop} version of locked 
content dat ^x, < at <m j, Ld PjiV In ^ AMo Page > h;a. 1-i 

c) nhofeuwid source wtsioi 1 iked* utc t, m io*ys in <- #cnl 
(Specification as filed, Page 5, line 28 to Page 6, line 14) 

d) m&TOOi license is bound to said hub network, (Specification as filed, Page 14, 
lines 19-31) 

e) d f 4 v: v<. J as MO cs vud i t ock V ^ lutt s. it I la 
14, lines 19-31) 

i) said first license is bound to said bub network, (Specification as filed, Page 1 4, 
fines 19-31} 

g) said second sah~co c tores s nd v. ! i | 1 «. n. as <. 
Page 14, fines 19-31) 

Page 1 4, hoes 19-31) 

i) \s Katv- . -hcc ^05 - > .> 1 , '«• cd u>i < t d ! v a J ? hum ;n iv 

networi uoo ietn i ; ie played or pi I through L 

v > 1 , v \ erf t ^ » >rf\ , ■> i ibl NN\ ^ oK -is 1 
Page 14, lines 19-31) 

j) eiur Mt< ,m h!uoi n 1 >• \ si> C ^ s J n x kh n 
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of said hub network, and (Sped fication as filed, Page 1 8, lines 1 -9) 

k) w lit ioi t . . « spina t Jee * < euu Ion uoir e-> j,o- o-m.s I h a M t <.k v s e 
, ; , ;ip!c<! be 4 ; aub e a<>A and , i t \iko 5 enable con\ \ >:Jiv etc 
instance. (Specification as filed. Page IS, lines 1-9) 

(vi) GTOunds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

A, Whether chums Mi and 13-21 are unpatentable over Elahbady et al. (U.S. Patent 
V, kereiratfte; referred to as t U <r *h t. -n \ e^s u? IVieade <i S 

Patent No. 7,073,063) under 35 US.C. § 103(a). 

8, Wh< jer claim! n paten tab ovi I abb d> red Pelnado n ew o loihears 
et al. {U.S. Patent No. 7,058 4 1 4: hereinafter referred to as "Rofheaft") under 35 
U.S.C § 103(a). 

A, Claims 1-1 1 and 13-2 1 are patentable over Elahbady in view of Pemado 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Si ho final ffie «< on* its i Line 4 2010 ("the Office \etion h claims 1 1 are 13 "1 
are rejected o\e; 1 i fubady in view of Pcinado under 35 U.S.C, § 103(a). As explained in 
the Manual of Patent Examination Procedure §706.02, emitted Rejection on Prior Art, tor 
obviousness end*. * > S i § 3 t upport. the conehtsios hat. the c mod invention 

j UX ! C ^ > S Ovi 1 v. iPOv Ki s 1 W 1 ^ v| > > i d 

m u i v \. n i « t tv. e\ i j n u s rcu v K i „ ( »i 

re so di g as to wh} i le a iisan wo dd h rce found the cl us ie* ire en ion ! a- e 1 eei 
obvious in htoi'tht teat bet of the references \s set nth in detail he 

\ <. lit >©r because the cited i ! 

claimed invention either exphcith or impliedly, ot Pie examiner did not present a eon- 
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vtneing iii i isanfr is to why the art vouid have id the claimed i 
have been obvious in light of the teachings of the cited references. 

I [aim I np « '5 ' 

A network comprising: 

(a) a first huh ..as sk including a first server, a first 
client, and a second client, 

(b) wherein said first server is connected to said first 
client and said second cheat: 

(c) a second hub network including a second server and 
said first client, and said second server is connected 
to said fin-,! obu t J" s a ' ' vp\\orh 

! - j hub ne twork ov e ip 

id} U'ICIV WVO 'kO <WO ^ o ] ! u _' Ml 

hab utuo . < » t cos ice, 

(e) wherein said first client stores first content bound to 
said first huh network and stores second content 
bound to said second bub network, and 

! V ' CK'll v I v * N> I! ?< ' ! < 1 \< d 

represented by locked content data and 
a.[sv« « mi l, ' u >v -tins ,u ^ i < > Ud 
h i n d a 1 <. d i i ~> il< s ' " _i_ ! 
v < -en! hioiigha oi 

eoaiidisrjMexicedba 

v c N Hi\w ( s a ad, d < Q-' vand in , a I i-o 
>p <>i an. vund to c „an pi > 

> > , i i M s> n . a d a a j • t > .1 

! ^» O h t > S ' a p , ! 1 - e I 

s ■> a ! x i - Wv tK end 

(h) ^ heron a v « ^ >n rum&to 

prvie^^d.la J e'i^eoWi 

isa-.o^iL » on.; mv i .ad, ■s-i 

dis cate instance 

(Limitation designators and emphasis added for easy reference) 
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The Office Action cites en). ? f lines 50-67; col, 10, lines 29-35; and col HI lines 39-63 
of Elabbady to indicate that Elahbady shows the concept of "bound content" of present 
claim 1 : 

|Col lmes50 6~1 ! irri hi ncdi eomon 
1 ,'n 1 i. i wo i w 1 'Uk.y ti Mi 1 

3 » < f( r t i t< < a t t i t i a t 

may be shared between the various networked devices. 
Thus, in accordance with certain implementations of the 

1 _ 1 * n i . ^ s >! ( -' heense 
exi sis t< j pa t .cess plu s the media cot ttcnt i'h media ce 

if. rtrtuju 1 pk i .act rt.it u. h n <. ^oattm 

i tenia! els b s ■-. d 

specific media holding/playing device or with multiple 

cd , ,k : < ; wi m < liw en cites oux 
I, i> iImm >,< > J b< O 

i n <i t ■> w__ - ^ > 1 - n _vj ' 

>> ' J> S W_ 1 W k t Cv .iO « _P 

wry seek to 

content . 

[Col 10, lines 29-35] Here, in act #6, HTTP client 318 
requests a selected media content hie. For example, an 
HTTP GET (URL) or File 10 (UNC) command may be 
, I -ponding content 

X i H <m k sec I ' > i M' °< uo ts 

she selected media com en? die. winch m this example, is 
stored in content database 322. 

[On. 1 0, betes 39-63] Client 316 has now received the 
kC v i v. s <. i m t I < 5 w o 

2 die. I'l :\) s U 0 tie ,voj„io' v fJe is 
provided to a media decodeopiayer funeuon 324, which 
attempts to decode the die and pi ay it. if naedja 
decodci'/pkwer ^ \ s> . i * ^ s n 

, w- , i ' i- ' < i v s - ' ' ~ m< t 1 W ' i 

t ± W 1 >l T "-SHI < I ' * Hv. 

K L u'.bv ! ' s mi " 1 v a a media 

I ng cose fret i heave ; icj ma U 2 of net k 
dex \ e man me* "03 i de\ we " ^ 11 the. worse 

10 
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* v e < - 1 <■ e 

fronj j Da > > ' 1 < mmcs if a 

i > ^ Hi / < ' 5 - t hi - ' ! ^ 1 i k . nO 

t < „S , , ' v 1 1 * VAUfc 

<. ^ v. ! > i t - a, 'm. tKr 

- i«< media decoder i get a * ie:^ 

proceed with the decoding and playing of the media content 
file. 

( Emphasis added for easy reference) 

'Tee Office Action usrihu stales thai "media content file is protected and inemie on media 
sharing device is needed io play. License may be associated with device. Determine that 
m <• ,v< H*U h < ! -n-> d 

The „ t «. ! oarage- sho \ t! it idahbadv ' esnpUos o n ed'J <. i ^ it license scheme Use 
t 5 iU M'lulM usis'i n p i u ! s 

keen>e a >no< i a- d ufdi the content or with a specific entity or * ith mebnie entities 
mp's Ah-i. e Jv term entifO" is meant to represent ■ ^ hjo: m.mie account, 
user, group, organization, company, etc., thai may in some way seek to use a device to 
hold andft play oi th« wist process media content How vei he Eiabbad; s icehse 
jenve rem media de\j heck the hcenxi 1 < d v e nteni 

> in v <> i '\ ' i 

!,uii. I m eni'A ccpl of the pi it clam * ! ^ t. consent t< 

pa*~ l 1 lit h ie Ikmiu ,m t , ,i t ,,!u ! i v > sko m i 

r m s n< mom df.-n hd ma^n Oi ! i oralis %n id » 
the paitieuhu twork compatible com i i hat is boat t 

particular bub network can play or present the content on the device, in light of the 
ct Mi 1 ^ ' K 'Ck! oi a, t gs ii < t < < t K on >mcns 

« it vnd (d) of claim L they recite econd j i ! t 

a second server and said first client, and said second server is connected to said first 
client, such that said ihsi hub network rare said second huh network overlap, wherein two 

11 
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hub networks over! ip « hen both of the huh networks include at least ont sanu do ice 

I ran; vns aie disclosed n at .as' ugs 15 lire 5 to page In line 4 of tin: 
^oecifnatip o ! hi [ . in v tee v s follows 

(Page 1 5, lines 15-27] When a media network environment 
>uludestw " '.u' iul"Mk^ > r t > ' >H w p 

! kv ! U •> U ] ! . ' n v 0 ! 

> * r < it ' ! « v 1 i 

dVsuC \,k PsUlmva 1 v t POO o k wnw K 
• u b , , A , it , pi ppc > 5 c ^ v f %it w dp p, 
stores (or can store ! content data for instances bound to each 
of the hub networks. According!) . dv. -avppw device can 
present content bound to multiple respective hub networks 
fa bound instance is bound to only one nub network). In one 

5 stents! < iii pans il 

} rc ' i n Uk i i- I e r i t 
case, if a device becomes a member of hub networks in 

ereni local envfromiK I < t 111 on 
content from the hub network to which the device has been 
most recently connected. In another .implementation, a 
Spanning de vice may span hub networks in different local 
i onments d pi con ent from any t it spa li g 
d v. s hub c rks (subject k c 1 rt si 

.O <. t-0^l0l!LV J- J s -vl N-> d bv > 

[Page 15, line 28 to Page 1 6, line 4] The ov erl apping hub 

pewvodp provide a O'l . h 'i . i . k_ L x 

s st uhoj ! i cm it Koh scPtrm iage? the 

i v '-C- W t. ' ' SO fv SC! ,Ci - i 1 t itH i K si ill 

client operates in compliance with the rules of the hub 

, iv nik V nv. U - ! s 1 i 

content dat i through he media network en . from lent is a 
i. •> i. i pre? p 1 5 t i i. 1 1 Ik 1 - Hi, 
copying, and movii t s; Us i 1 ! i > i i k ! 
v. P o x u' - i - n J ! .1 P <>' \ 

iv ft v i v. 1 > er) did t sanagementu 
each hub network is grounded in the server of the bub 
network. 

I w> Office Action indicates that Elabbady discloses these limitations ((c) and id) of claim 
1} in col. 5, lines 24-3.1 ; cob S line 66 to coi.Ch hoe 4; and col. 9. lines 28-35 and 39-63. 
The Office Action further states that Elabbady shows "01010 than one media sharing 
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\ > t. < t v v tc mc< >las e e e „ < \ - <' nicaies wiih hot 

> v n.o 2u~ ' <* 2<>2d ' i he 4 sK s\ p >-a«( - are u s Sed here 

Col nes 24-31] Attention i !G. 2A, whk 

is a ^ vis ! (vi.ti.sr 

e }v i onmt i % 2 devices 

tuat'ivd >a 2 ; ! n h - .Mi eel U> pu ! 
s i > s > J >j si i ' > s i 

L is Cv > ' ! UK 5 1 - s 1 ^ mxha 

I c lit r i* le ned.ia rra c cc L -is) in 

i ! th certain exempbn i s o f tla 

present invention. 

O 5 due od to Col. 6 line 4j Devices 202 OOa-d (aoa 

S l s IsO S> sO 3 ' K. 1 id ! > V ^ 4s i'Hv< 

in t ot f';e r de o- th. , u bt t « d o 2o 

ipabilitii - ei 1 . c - i 1 enl 
t i t i dsc t ' u cms ded 

herein. An exemplary list of some of the typos of devices 
that may be used was provided earlier. 

[Col 9 lines 28-35 md $9-63] HG 28 is a hlac c d 

h^H I 1 1 t s^ 1 . L >! sS ! 55 J 01 

1 i u 1 ! iiy of n orke* , es includ 1 
« devi > < 1 < e 1 g i s< to | * s j dia 

J ill S 1 ! i ^ l !< d K s 3" v < id tO 

\ jis. ^s St l t' -V ! iC -O ii HO >'hsl i< SS 

" I d N < 1 s I i u s s r oi v i - ( _ s. i 
H > ' ' t n ' lis. I] < 5 s. 5 iUt 

the present invention. ,,. in certain preferred 
implementations, only one of the media CSs will be active 

S s tt s1 I S O t f lj l 

o ?erai ve in g the} ng so tadata nv publishing the 

s MO^ ■Oii'!:? u. t c u d dlC O; O 'tv v < v i 

< et.wot dnl ben th iext senio -sedia CS 203 i 1 s.l 
s ! i i 1 t i <. i media O is o 

U v l'k N i s, 5 l f s s - s >> U \k> i I i 

to access the media library 20? provided by device 20%. ... 
Reference is now made to FIG. 3, which is a block diagram 
in iii U I \ ^ 

certain de\ sees, l it ^ m RGS. 1 aid <>s 2 \ K that are 
oonfi s edt share media content in iccort see with 
certain exemplary implementations of the present invention. 
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,,, \s shown de\ a "i^i) talc- cedar < s .70" and has 
generate I at leasl one media eat; kg 205 Device 206 is 
i s 1 ii v i t s > id or! Hons a 

Ivs. i n.v reiov A deuce top a aAo vio^r l»c\w«. "U" !-> 
represent one * i <i v thtt s i in ni i o play to? 

' 1 !-C fit <. < ' t. C< \v v * 

P< ' , m 'v. i K on 1 < s 1 p 
tmeo.pt j retwog, (jio: vom^ 1 v. < : wui „<> , , 
1 isf tt v. an A, u g !i d s a> a s.v 1 as\ 

IK Kl,onM ^AUt iKip A i\.OKV^ ^M\ ( |h 

die arrows between blocks. 

In contrast to limitations (< , : and (d) of claim 1. which recite overlapping hub networks. 
K 'x s Ko^ulpas s ii Hi < iv s s i a o; ^n. U „ >o nun t 
g j he o* d k - v ft s S i ip i ib K s ! . 

i crely a p 1 > x 1 If t > or lap} 5 ks 

h i eeAi hub ociwod. includes nmkipA >,u\ 1 eh* nl u m .io » n t d 
Instances of corners! w uhm said each hub network, 

JuMiJ i mr aea in,: dp }oi Jam? 1 , they recite thai 'wherein eomoni bound to a 
I a > v uiiu -> k\v contend uho't mi f. id 

server connected to the hub network, and the bound content can only he played or 

! -vend lonsA s t mputihA c m ph mt ue> 1 s b a! < i a ! iv ak 
wherein said second client connected to said first server and bound to said first hub 
network can play or present the first content hound to stud first hub network, but. cannot 
play t n r.a the s< » content hound t d < A i netwai Atese fin hath is 
ned idosei in at least page 5, Is 8 page 6, line 14 ai mg S., lines 1-9 ol hi 

peuia a; i nS „i !a^pv-oa> <aa.nA \> < . ' 'lo - 

bige ; nt 18 to Page < line i \ di ens < a 
instance that is compliant with hub network operation a in 
one of two exclusive states: discrete or bound. A discrete 
instance is independent of any hub network and can he 
played or presented through any compliant device 
(according to the license of the discrete instance-. However, 

eon >ha de e eat of s A, usable cop; of a di reic 
instance. ... A \ o i t Ay p i i. <> 
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'din <^.,r', '-i. ^1 ',vn , 1 i 1 is a 

membei of that huh network 

Page 3 1 s This st ige do ice 1 ?3< conra ed o 
the server device 1715 (e.g., is inserted into a port) and so 
can e\cha m, d a . t < miui ho u > 

Ucou i < <. o n b no w e> 

1 I K *v ' i. i 1 > P > 

dc\ ce ' > in an-' nt no i co npli in cop es oi content 
i ! i Un t i * to ,, d l 1 > > s xi , )k j u 

^ n . i if-* >! p 0,1 < s | ijCj" 

<■ ] i v 1 i > 0 ' iUi ^ 

i i I "> > au h v u >t 

make usable >j o. i i d ems ics slcteU on th 
storage device 1730. 

I he Office Action indicates that Idabbady discloses these limitations ((f) and (g) of claim 
I) in eo). 7, lines 53-61; col. 10, lines 41-63; and cot 10, lines 29-34 and 56-63. The 
Office Actios i ! s ! >o s 1 c l s protected a 

' < , cd a dem sg ocMve :s needed to play ticer.se mu\ oe ,o v i • a< o - o i 
device >et< . 1 i evict 300 is registered Vi e< !< k is able eeei £ 
license and play media content i.e a de\ ice that is notregi itered and/or without license 
canm i j v en 1 l\ i io;..J oo on cd hew 

[Col 7, lines 53-61] Thus, in accordance with certain 

i up v \ >u 10 n n i vNv, in < > 0i i 

employs a media content license scheme that essentially 
u f a , >pc i exist i la> fa 

i drs > .intent 1 iicdia conte icer.se 5 > s<>e;an d 
* tl an m> o i J m dm com i s mi dc met 
contcni files, 

[Cob 10 bnes 4M'Oj in act - ihe media com cm f de is 
< vded to . mod, o\<. n < r <i N t m> i d 1 vh i 
attempts to decode the die and play it. If media 
deooder/pla i >es not ha uxessai 

u in k> ru c t t n 0 v d vd >l m eaci 
then ir act #10 a corresponding license request is undated 
to iCv.nN.vhv,- tree- c,\nd''-\, a. -t a media 
playing license from a license generator 312 of network 
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d ce mai tgei i()2 of devk 2 2 Her* fo ex npk he 
media pLmnc hee;xe -clues' mo. x-ekdea icunestfora 

tortable nod a <. 1 uL-j kys gth set t) umber oi 
J x s moo 1 1 content a v t\ > K umh mg 
! i.^Ti 'K>i XX lorn. Ktp and or the t m hi a ^ U 

equ > n i < f i. v ! t v ( vhieh 
iooJ s up registration information based on the serial 
t 1 1 s vl K s vN ir l a k ^ * v t i 

! f k\ , U n 1 tO I sU v k ! 

the license generator is satisfied thai device 300 is properly 
<. o 5 o i n 1 ! i ^i'tt 3 v X\ 

live lr< a Dk\l ehent 3 DRM el ^lodc < tin cs 
if a license is available and returns the license to license 
generator 312. i i cense generator 312 then pros ides the 
license to license client 326, in act #1 5. The license is then 
provided to media decoder/player 324, which can then 
proceed oath die decoding and playing oi the media content 
file. 

[Col. 10, lines 29-34, 56-63] Here Jn act #6, HTTP client 
H < ests a selected ed content file. For example 
HTTP GFT (1 R I » or 1 do 10 (t \C) command may be 

s t. i test i 1 ! d h CCS i . i i i 

serves viiiuii devic ( ' ontei em > 

ch t 1 v i t ik ! virrok. is 

stored in content database 322. ... In act #13 the registration 

> , mx -r w \ p.o 1 it hv s ■ . it; 1 11 
ok v . - • . s d su n A> u X'O ,s - it 1 

^ Vv. , ! h t I w ^ -'it' , 2 tt ICl 

icons, Pom a DRM chen ^ l > ' 1 <M client 316 detc i nes 
if a license i ible and return e hex 
generator 312. License generator 312 then provides the 
luih wsc v.! m n i d Ix ^eisL tur 
provided to medsa lecodeop iyci vhieh n thes 
proceed oath the decoding and playing of the media content 
file. 

\jdif tlx- estcd p.-.svh/es « t : 1 iHm h ixsuh ds ui ^ cmpax ! ax . medai c< ■met;' 
>ir->e v 1 ' . 1 ix ^ - > ^> ivd ' a i ' u_ , c l so nx\ev< p. as die 
media c ontent " in contrast to limitations; (f) and (g) ol claim 1 1 labbady fails *■ s teach 
or sisggest playing or presenting the bound content through a compatible mo 
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fierce thai is bound to the hub network, and not playing or presenting contest bound to 
another bub network (e.g., a second network). 

n t rsil) 1 1 ! *Ui n 1 1 ' lf wh i , 5 v. \ 

content ' concept of claim I 'kinds' the content to a particul xr hu > network b> toring the 
license for the content and the locked content data itself m a storage device residing 
a dhin the p uiicukn hub network. I he.se limitations further recite that "the bound 
content can only be played or presented through a compatible compliant device that Is 
bound to the hub network, wherein said second client connected to said first server and 
bound to said first hub network can play or present the first content bound to said first 
hub network, but cannot play or present the second content bound to said second huh 

* 5 l j u jt m tj 1 obi >. s v' ^ i tqiou- the t iwhe dv c 'cC wv 
the license ihat is associated with the content or entity before playing the content. Further, 
ji oiht 1 > y 0 ,lW>s< s kmk Jam al n-am^ m it <k s p'mt 
device that is bound to that particular hub network to play or present the content on the 
device, once the content is "bound" to the particular hub n<st^ork. 

none lurna < lictvtn acoi v ah 

n,^'wlme n> po» t^ses eeuecC * i a cc^ <».t n J n a mcmhel of a hub oemosl md cannot 
make a usable copy of a discrete instance." This limitation is disclosed in at least page 5, 
his. la*<naee< hue 4 of die speubc.moi is led '1 - pc naph is >e;ted bore us 
follow n (uup i o n aided) 

(Page 5, line 28 to Page of line 14] As discussed below, an 

< o> w i ou p 1 e v < e s 1 > < v v m « nu i i - m 
one of two exclusive .states; discrete or bound. A discrete 

j \ c< up n i S if ub ictwori s.n b 

p n/ec o.i prese ice t ugh a compliant device 

< v , u i , A » u >i * s 1 w 1 K*. H < l 

1 ■ < > h f i ikv i ii . e h - > ' 

i u \ bo' ! in » i \ si 

> ented through a eumpat < ompl it device that Ls a 
mem her of thai hub network, ... 

He<> s - Pcnuakueaehes this lunitatior n ol ^< < ! 
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lines 9-15: col. 17, lines 51-56; col. 37, lines 15-21; and col. 38, lines 39-52. The quoted 
pa sa< es in - ted h ; - 

ol. 2 i < 4 1 -T \.sb d one examp ch a ted 

1 ! i i J ! \ U i 1 i HI' 

deweeO ii i t «. -> v KiJ d^K* i it* 5 1 w^p> s 
odtc wn^e , it - ud '< i H * ie ,or ^ w mn, Kaol 

[col. 17. lines 9-15] In. particular, the license eva'iuator 36 
determines whether the requesting user has K right to play 

!i ! M U . ! 1 It [ i 1 i i v * n 

description in each license 1 6 arid based on what the user is 
Uempl rp d<> \s ith the ' fi' . , oeteri 12 I or cxanmle 

ch t ts description may allow the ise? tc rent U 
dit'j. J content 12 into a sound, but not into a deeiypted 
digital copy. 

[col. 17, lines 51-56] For example, the content owner of 
such digital content 1 2 may have directed that no license 16 
ott ii iser to pr« xt < ma en g or to 
>py a multimedia present Un n into m n ena ptt 1 < rn 

[col. 37. lines 15-21 j ... ihc portable device 62 at the 
n\ < n c v. time by application of the black box private key 
o me < 5! I L dc a . <>foi R mo me .>cc 

16s is therefore tied or bound to the portable device 62. As 
tould b pp <s cd t ut re-enct ^ > v 5 itei 1 
5 k b K ^ i d ! c« , > ' v hn r v o. >kj -mi know i X 
Bib-CO). would o be able io decrypt (PlbBB-CO <KD}) to 
olnasu (KD). 

h ontt s t im 1 » < s < o 1 i n I ^ 1 es thai >tnpl hint de vie perates 
according to processes defined for a devu e that is a member of a hub network and does 
not make & usable copy of a discrete instance.." wherein h is interpreted from die 
specification that a "discrete instance" is independent of any bub network, the above- 
recite< tss > < do merely disclo I • d software titpreven 

a user oJ the computing dewce from making a copy «>fsnch digital acUeiit. c ,ccpx as 
otherwise Mowed for fo the uouxcm ms o>a" Imuial die tn>e of a license 7 hv-e ces 
do not include a concept of a "discrete instance^ of content. 
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The Office Action Umber notes that "the claim does not define '"discrete instance" as 
5 i lent ei an m 1 ^ <J <>d Ibm^a U av'Pi' ' J-vUv 4an* s- 
i |a j is ice t t is Cnd evident ( w huh networl s des x 

the specification, page 5, line 28 to page 6, hue 1 4. 

Based on the foregoing diseussh as el dm i should be al owabh ova the combination of 
Elabbady and Peinado. Regarding independent claims 15 and i 6. similar arguments as 
those of claim I apply, since claims 15 and 16 recite and include substantially similar 
mnun* 1 u <>ehim J?, it also recites and in 1 f Mmai 

limitations as those of claim 1 . Claim 1 8 was amended in the response to the Office 
Action to clarity the concept of having two ditTercnl hub networks {'because the Examiner 
indicated in Ik vkmous office action ihat Cain) I X includes « ffiub network" and a 
-second hub network" without having a "first hub network"). Claim 1 8 was amended to 
change the "second hub netwoidt" ta "ano&er hub network different than said hub 
network 1 s » Vetion di enter tin m - a igth e-ipplican 
added new matter. However, claims 15, 1<\ and 18 should be allowable over the 
combination of Elabbady and Peinado. Since claims 2- 1 1 , 13-14, 17, and 19-21 depend 
from one of claims 1, 16, and IE, claims £41, 13-14, 17, and 19-21 should also be 
allowable over the combination of Elabbady and Peinado. 

Aecordingh 1 ~ toairi should reject : the is vpro > isserdons b> tin Exam net as 
explained m this section. 

B, Claim 12 is patentable over Elabbady and Peinado, in view of Rofheart 
under 35 l\S.C. §1 10(a) 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 C.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Elabbady and 
Peinado, as view of Rofheart \ s. xplained in the Mann 0 oi Patent I <an ination 

> v i « s 6 % -i d Rejection on Prkn wiousm i < i 

§103, "to support the conclusion that the claimed invention is directed to obvious subject 
matter, odder the relerenees roast expressly or impliedly suggest the Canned hv, en! ion or 

h«, ev.mt ncmre-t mu-L-at aor'imc n c cdo -ormg -ms\n -he ,-^aivould 
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l it old ed euro hvohMi'lf . Kk .1 t ^« 

references \s set forth in detai! belov the outstanding rejection m 5 per because 
! k ! 1 - ! n v. k \ i „ iplicd 

1 C 1 \ 0 I < 1 . O.i KH P i Ps IM"5'' £ » ^ Ul v\0,d( 

have found the claimed invention to have been obvious in light of the teachings of the 
cited references. 

c „ , s i „i c * v . 1 s ikcjI t hnro 5 hnh i^tuesk u linnten 

logics irea defined e tive to the position of a s« u s> nl network of the nmt >e? 
This limitation is disclosed in at least, page 4, line 31 to page 5, line 2 and page 13, lines 
I > » { ! < .| • < ,p < ; t-s hsc du et ^ !> s i.dkm 

l\!£oM' , ^" ; V" n s " m fan euevd < 1 , . 
t i. ^ ug 1 1 v ^ ' ' ' - * ^va 

j \h i> s- sc. 01 GPS nroimauop) 

I Page 13, lint's 14-21] The local environment is defined as a 
x sue it a eonij levic 1 

seth 1 v c e is 01 , > ( f v \ e irons 
< xm q ! < 1 al !'l m ot 

, v , s> t o ^ L <h c v > i ( g ; s « 
g T> J_ . < 1 >n ^.i j a ^0 m or llsm d geographical 

n. a s bon « « ; sw v ] v. ' > 1 
•da 'idle 1 t s i 1 o a * a iu « v 1 < 
network addressing information (e.g., using IP address 

, ! < S) ' iK " > 5 a, t . u> 

network configuration using the number of gateways, or 
routers traversed hg , packet). 

The Office Action indicates thai Rotheart discloses claim 12 in coh 4, lines 5-8 and .22-26. 

- 5 t. iv <v 1 ^ «. PiC V o Uu 

{( 0! 4, lines 5-81 According to another aspect oi the 
invention, the time between the transmitting of the message 
and the receiving of the response may he used to determine 
a distance irorn the local device to the remote device. 
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4 i< kn 22 1 * n mothei pet b ' s > sen! 
msenuon, ^ r n ->n e i n ^ b leu trou J ^> n.o based on 
t eei tu u t .u- n - , m kKssti m? v atie? , < n 
; ! < , >. i < o ornpari the auth catio 

device ... 

\v w , 0. s , ^ UMlvtM.ld ,s ' J. 1 IK I vt i the 

transmitting of the message arid the receiving of the response may be used to determine a 
distance from the local device to the remote device," These passages tails to teach or 
suggest defining a logd! e 

h C p v , ! vnoT-u Isu! \ ik 1 snciiov ^-cuied m chur. P 
Further, e\ resuming tendo that Rol t does teach the limitation of claim 12, the 
combination of LUabhady, l\ >i a and Roiheart fails to disclose 1 c above-discussed 
limitations of the base claim (claim I ). Therefore, claim 1.2 should be allow able over the 
„ <r. )! a ell t'< ^ l\ir\kh\ and Roiheart. 

\ o S f he Bi < ( reject be iraprop s 1 he Examiner as 
explained above. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Appellants respectfully submit that the claimed invention is 
r.n\itar>leo\L* Kmc^a .uCno-k,-^ Ire ^amn, U to Vit > 01 pu>\uk 

! K ferencc rea le claim limitation \ppellants respe< 
request re* ersal oi the Examiner's rejections. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: __L By: .....^Z^^ll™ 

Samuel S. Lee 
Reg. No. 42,79! 
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(vili) Claims Appendix 

1 , A network comprising; 

a In 4 hub ute -<rk n d -di - th - -www . fuw ceu.b cod a -wceud »dtem, 

wherein said first server is connected to said first client and said second client; 

a second hub network including a second server and said first client, and said 
-t^itiJ sen a w cop st\ ted to sam <> ^ ,r -nub fit vi. In e in b m ^, vid 
second hub network overlap. 

wherein two hub networks overlap when both of the hub networks include at least 
one same device; 

vhetc em oM^r ^tcsiiistu tft i\ nwnd n ^ s in i > .u\w-vk wd 
vo'cs -** owl eoaten; bound t ■ s ui M^oud hub network, and 

lerein contei i bound to a hi b netwo k is represented by locked content 
>n'esn< i v. 1 !1 - we! icuvuk and f be bound 

conic! can < c pkyed I - rtcd throng] 5 i itiblc campl device that is 
boned to the bub network, 

wherein said second client connected to said first server and bound to said first 
hub network can play or present the first content bound to said first hub network, hut 
cannot play or present the second content bound to said second hub network, and 

>i k. > v n i \ «. v i\ )k uubi i < v i \b ^ ki. 
h s s neniher < i hub nc s >rk md cannot nakc j usable co 3 of i di <. ett msla? e 

2, The network of claim L wherein said first server, said first ehenu and said 
second server are each compliant dewcew and 

a compliant device thai is a member of a hub network will not play or present 
bound content that is not bound to a hub network of said member, 

3, The network of claim 1 .. wherein said first client stores said first content in a 
b ' ub v. ' e j isl s * ^nwhuarC Us l\%ox\ md ,uoses 
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second content in a second sub-copy version having a second license bound to said 
second hub network, and 

bound content bound to a hub network 

4 The network oft m 3, wherein said first eh t > compliant device md 
a compliant device that is a member ef a hub network will not present bound 
content that is not bound to a hub network of said member. 

5. The network of claim 3, wherein each sub-copy version has a corresponding 
lice ise that is bound to onh one hub network. 

6. The network of claim 1 , wherein 

said first server stores said first content bound to said first hub network, and 
said second server stores said second content bound to said second hub network. 

7 I v i> tv> <ik << 'Jam o wherein 

said first server stores said first content, in a first source version of locked content 
data, and 

said second server stores said second content in a second source version of locked 
content data, 

8. The network of claim 7, wherein 

said ;;•>• source version has a corresponding first root license bound to said first 
hub network, and 

sud -eu^d - > ,m -s ! n .oi pond g second n>ot ln.cn- hound to Natl 
second hub network. 

9. The network of claim l> wherein 
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said first hub network defines a first local environment based on said first server,, 
such that die compatible compliant device can join said first hub network while m the 
ih\i k<;.a! em aonment, and 

T hi -> ,eN k o\\ru> a e^ond local em . n u * t a a or -«no w rd 
server, sf if tpHaut i said second hub hih 

in the second local environment. 

1 0, The network of claim 9, wherein a local environment for a hub network is a 
limited area le feed \ elath e to a se v c in a Hub netv oi k ot the memhei 

1 1 , The network of claim 9, wherein a local environment for a hub network, i$ a. 
m j'.ixi lox>a a kmocd rel i«w m the position oi a sen ei in a hub ne mh v id the 
member. 

1 2, Hie network of claim 9, wherein a local environment for a huh network is 
defined by travel time of packets within a hub network of the member, 

13, The network of claim 1, wherein 

said first huh netwofi has i first local environment, 

said second hub network has a second local environment, and 

said first local environment and said second local environment overlap such that 

said fmNisencr - m hot c tent nd s ,1 ><.e\ id sen at > e.iJi n h-Uhtbe first local 

environment arid the second local environment 

14, The network of chum 1 , wherein 

! t <. m ^ n. <, u i 'idi U , . tm 
said terminal, device is not a member of said first hub network and is not a 
member of said second hub network. 
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15. A network comprising: 

a first hub network including a first server, a first, client, and a second client 
erem sak <■ ! - lid first die i ! v t 

a sccona ! i i ' o iJu'i (. 1 5 ^ i - 1 ! x 

seu>nd s, r v,u 1 * siuti t . -uv Ui'v 'ttl nl utv -L «>« -anl 

second hub network overlap, 

w uivii t«> hi h u* s > H 1 u vli^t U KH nUwo n i k a k ^ as 

one same device; 

wherein said first server stores first content in a first source version of locked 
content data, 

Sll f one - nos ' v south en ehuunt tcwul 1 s i liii.u^ <uf tot s id 
first source version, 

said second server stores second content in a second source version of locked 
oonient data, 

m <jco«d sender stores a second oot » dt 1 k 

ibr said second source version, 

\ vs s dd irsi c< versku 

by saul br-a sua a, and 

said first client receives said second content streamed from said second source 

wherein a source version of locked content data which is bound to a hob network 
\ o 5 n e i -!ih u * l * 1 v s > 5 b k. nt d \ r 

\ - - n, o f! hub ;v > sk 

, o' nd v.1k ciei i id K s 

hub network can play or present the first content bound to said first hub network, but 
cannot play or present the second content bound to said second hub network,, and 

vherc eotnp evioe operates accord) s , t ; \ i 

s nh vub netwo d cannot make a usal op) liscrete ins ice 

16. A network comprising; 
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3 hist nub nctv^uk mchahng a lirst server; 

a second bub network including a second server and said first server, and said 
second server Is connected to said first server, such thai said first hub network and said 
second hub network overlap, 

wherein two hub networks overlap when both of the hub networks include at least 
one same device; 

where; d ihu u f it i first keens < first version f locked confer* 
data, and said brsi version stores first content,, 

saM first server stores a second license and a second version of locked content 
data., and sa;ci second version stores second content 

said first license is bound to said first hub network, 

said second license is bound to said second hub network, and 

wherein a version of locked content data which is bound to n hub network by a 
license < t be playec wes< iter trough a. compatible i n device ! 
iocrokcf >-t d-se hub net 

wherein said second server feottid to said second hnb network can play or present 
h« wean « i itwh second license is hound i said second hub ictwork but canno 
day or present t first ontcnt wl se iicenst 5 bound to said 1 hub rk, ant 

'd.u - ,v>,pj i«^u y, * vs i >r ;topjo<. so \ mvu to' a do we 
that t N a uwmbeM>i j van jctwosk and cannot ukwc a us.n > cf^'i idsetue wiatve 

17, The network of claim 16, wherein 

said second server stores a third license and a third version of locked content data, 
said thud version stores said second content, and 
said third license is bound to said second hub network. 

IB. A hub network, composing: 

> server storing a root license and a source version of locked corners! data; 
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a client connected to said server, and storing a first license, a first sub-copy 
version of locked content data, a second license, and a second sub-copy version of locked 
zo\ tent data; 

l cj ! iui in. Aol ei itt-i \ i -a * >ntei 

said root license h bound to said hub network, 

said first suh-cop> version stores said first content 

said first license is bound to said hub network, 

said second sub-copy version stores second content, and 
said m id license is bo em to a .<• a nl hub nett* rfc 

wherein a source version of locked content data which is bound to said hub 
- can only be played o 1 ngb a compatible 

compliant device that is a member of said hub network, 

wherein said second sub-copy version bound to said second hub neiwork by said 
second license cannot be played or presented through the device that is a member of said 
hub network, and 

wherein a compliant device operates according to processes defined for a device 
that is i men w < ( ^ meiwotk rid cann n n ike i nahle ano ut dn^ etc instance 

10. The bub network of claim IS, wherein said tm-» uu* mk deunes a !<v:d 
e-o ironment including said server and said client. 

20. T he hub network of claim 19, wberem said local environment is a limited area 
defined relative to said server. 

„ llefrhattoih 1 n i i U ! ^ ^ <• mpiiutdcvKC iru 

compliant device that is a member of a hub network will not present bound content 
without a license that is bound to a hub network of said member. 
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(ix) Evidence AeMndjx 
None. 

{%) ReJ erfj - - s^-. Vppeadix 

None. 
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